Summer highlights, Fellowship news, and exciting events on the horizon.

C SUMMER 2025 NEWSLETTER

As summer rolls on, we're excited to share what BioFAIR has been up
to — and what's coming next. From international conferences to new
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programmes, it's been a season of building momentum across the UK
life sciences communities.

Where We’ve Been:
A Busy Summer for
BioFAIR

We've had a brilliant few
months connecting with the

community:

» ISMB/ECCB 2025,
Liverpool: We sponsored
the Bioinformatics in the
UK track and hosted a
busy booth — did you
grab any of our exclusive
merch?

e UK Human Functional

Genomics Initiative:

~

Where to Find Us
Next

We’'re heading to two key
events this autumn — come
and say hello!

» RSECon25 — Warwick,
2—4 September

o ELIXIR-UK All Hands
Meeting — Exeter, 23-24
October

 International Data Week
- Brisbane, 13-16 October

» CoRDI - Aachen, 26-28
August
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BioFAIR sponsored this We’'ll be sharing updates on
launch event and joined BioFAIR progress and
key discussions on FAIR opportunities to get involved.
and national If you're attending any of
infrastructure. these, we’d love to meet!

« ELIXIR Europe All \ )

Hands: Productive

conversations on

METHODS | peopLE

interoperability, and T

alignment, A‘R \ \@ 'l“DRJLMe

shared tools across the
ELIXIR network.

« Al BIO: We explored the
intersection of Al and
FAIR in bioscience
research.

« Genome Science,
Newcastle: A great

chance to connect with

enomic researchers and
g- Thank you to everyone who dropped by,
discuss FAIR-aware ) )
) asked questions, or shared ideas. Your
practice. . : . .
input is helping us shape our delivery

Y, plans, every step of the way.

Fellowship Update: From Applications to Selection Day

(

\
The BioFAIR Fellowship call closed on 25 July, and we were thrilled by the

volume and quality of applications received. A huge thank you to everyone who
applied, shared the call, or encouraged colleagues to get involved — your

support has been instrumental in reaching a diverse and exciting pool of
candidates.

We’'re now in the selection phase, where our panel have reviewed applications
across disciplines, institutions, and career stages. Shortlisted candidates have
been invited to a Selection and Development Day on 2 September, where
they’ll take part in interactive sessions designed to support their growth and
help shape the BioFAIR Fellowship community.

We'll be announcing the inaugural BioFAIR Fellows in September, so stay
tuned!




Coming Soon: Pathfinder Projects

BioFAIR’s Pathfinder Projects will support short, focused interventions within
existing teams or consortia that will advance FAIR practices for their domain in
the life sciences. They're intended to be practical and community-driven —
offering teams a chance to tackle specific FAIR challenges, experiment with data
and workflows, adapt policy and practice.

Pathfinder Projects will have the opportunity to share their findings across the
wider UK community and to work with the BioFAIR team to test initial service
offerings and influence priorities.

So, whether you’re working in omics, imaging, environmental sciences, or
beyond, if you have a problem to solve or an approach to trial, we want to hear
from you.

Get Involved

We'll be launching the first Pathfinder Project call in Autumn 2025. The call will
be open for six weeks, with simple application guidance and a short proposal
format. Reviews will take place, and selected projects will be announced shortly
after. Successful teams will begin work in early 2026, with ongoing support from
the BioFAIR Hub.

More details — including funding scope, selection criteria, and support options
— will be available when the call opens. Watch this space!

More to Come!

Over the next six months, we anticipate many opportunities to engage with
BioFAIR, including new roles within the Hub and chances to take part in
Pathfinder Projects. We also plan to onboard our initial spokes to launch a
Methods Commons, followed later by a Data Commons. All updates will be
posted on the opportunities page of our website.

Keep an eye on our opportunities page for updates.

Let’s Stay Connected

We're always keen to collaborate with researchers, institutions and
organisations aligned with our mission. If you'd like to get involved, learn



more, or just stay in touch:

info@biofair.uk | www.biofair.uk

BioFAIR is a joint Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC)
and Medical Research Council (MRC) project. It has received funding through the
UKRI Infrastructure Fund and UKRI Digital Research Infrastructure Programme.
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